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ASTORIA, OREGON * SEPTEMBER, 1944 


PRIZED “E” FLAG 


NOW OFFICIALLY 


FLIES OVER AMCCO 


MPRESSIVE ceremonies August 15th 
at the Lewis and Clark yard, officially 
marked the receipt of the ARMY-NAVY 

“E” for outstanding production. 

Captain L. D. Whitgrove, Supervisor of 
Shipbuilding for this area, presented the 
award flag. Captain L. G. Bock, Asst. In- 
dustrial Manager stationed at the CVE 
operations, spoke in behalf of the Navy. 
Both men pointed out the selectness of 
the honor and Amcco’s true right to re- 
ceive it. 

Lt. Colonel George Powell, Fort Stevens, 
presented the token “E” pins, while our 
own Joe Dyer, summed up with sincerity 
his own, and the Gang’s feelings, toward 
getting this honor. As he put it “we just 
went on sawing wood and burning steel 

(Continued Page 2) 
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and turning out ships the best we knew 
how. I couldn’t say otherwise that I am 
deeply gratified to get this “E”, as is all the 
Gang. However, it was incidental to doing 
our part in getting the fighting material 
out on time. Now we’re pleased that we’re 
recognized.” 

Merle Chessman, acted as Master of 
Ceremonies, and the employee response was 
made by Marguerite Bacon and Charles 
Malagamba, with Richard Girdler as 
spokesman. 

A large employee dance was held fol- 
lowing the formal presentation. 


History of “E” Award 
Explained in Article 
Written by Navy 


In 1906 the Navy instituted in the Fleet 
an award for excellence which has been 
known ever since as the Navy “E”. First 
awarded for excellence in gunnery, this was 
later extended to include outstanding per- 
formance in engineering and communica- 
tions. An honor not easily won nor lightly 
bestowed, it became and has remained a 
matter of deep pride to the men of the 
Service who receive it. 

When the rising tide of war in Europe 
placed a premium on the production of 
war equipment, the Navy “E” award was 
extended to embrace those plants and or- 
ganizations which showed excellence in 
producing ships, weapons, and equipment 
for the Navy. 


BASIS FOR DETERMINING PLANTS 
TO RECEIVE THE AWARD 


Nominations are originated by the Pro- 
curement officers for the Army, and by 
the local Inspector or Supervisor for the 
Navy, in the district where the plant is 
located. 

Selection of Army-Navy award recipi- 


ents on the part of the Navy is made by 


Forrestal Informs Dyer... 


DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON 


19 July 1944 


This is to inform you and all employees of the 


This award is your nation's tribute to your effort 


I have full confidence that your present high achievement 


Sincerely yours, 


“push 


fe} 

A: 

i. 

i 

4 

4 Mr. Joseph M, Dyer, President 
i; Astoria Marine Construction Company 
| Astoria, Oregon 
10 
i Dear Mr. Dyer: 
y Astoria Marine Construction Company that the Army and Navy 
f are conferring upon your plant the Army-Navy “E" Award for 
i outstanding production of war materials. 
} The award consists of a flag to be flown above 
q your plant and a lapel pin which every man and woman of the 
4 Astoria Marine Construction Company may wear as a symbol of high 
et contribution to Amsrican freedon, 
; and to your great work in backing up our soldiers on the fighting 
q fronts. 

is indicative of what you will do in the future. 
a 
® 

Bh Pierre ae 


The official notice of receipt of the Army-Navy “E” is 
shown in the above copy of the Secretary of Navy’s letter. 


the Navy Board for Production Awards. 
This Board, under authority of the Honor- 
able James Forrestal, Secretary of the 
Navy. 

Selection of Army-Navy award recipi- 
ents on the part of the Army is made by 
the Army Board for Production Awards. 
This Board is appointed by the Honorable 
Robert P. Patterson, Under Secretary of 
War. 

High quality and quantity of production 


in the light of available facilities are prime 


The Board 
also considers: (1) Overcoming of produc- 


factors in selecting recipients. 


tion obstacles, (2) Avoidance of stoppages, 
(3) Maintenance of fair labor standards, 
(4) Training of additional labor forces, 
(5) Effective management, (6) Record on 
accidents, health, sanitation, and plant pro- 
tection, (7) Utilization of subcontracting 
facilities, (8) Cooperation between man- 
agement and labor as it affects production, 
(9) Conservation of critical and strategic 
materials, (10) and low rate of absenteeism. 
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AMCCO Works On AP5 Pr 


The first AP-5 (attack troop 
ship) is in Astoria and the 
Astoria Marine Construction 
Company will proceed with its 
civilian contribution to the pre- 
commissioning detail at the U. 
S. Navy Station. 

This work on these Kaiser, 
Vancouver, built glorified Vic- 
tory hulls, will be maintained 
along the lines of the work 
handled by Amcco on the CVE 
or flat-top ships. 

Kaiser has announced a tre- 
mendously speedy delivery 
schedule on the more than 
three score vessels and the 
Gang is anticipating a heavy 
work pattern. 

After the first ship reached 
Astoria, Kaiser announced a 
7-day week work schedule in 
order to complete an undis- 
closed number of ships by No- 


vember. 


ys 


TO THE GANG: 


You are “tops”—Men and Women of AMCCO! You have 
done a great job of war production. Your record of sincere 
cooperation between yourselves, management, and the armed 
service is greatly appreciated. Your ability to work out of 
tough situations and maintain schedule fs recognized. Your 
teamwork is impressive. Your bond purchases excellent. You 
are delivering the goods! It is difficult to ask you to do 


more; nevertheless, there is yet much to be done. Your Navy 


urgently needs the vessels under construction at the Plant. 


The work at the Port is even more urgent! So there you have 
it, Gang. The Navy knows you are good. They expect you 
to be even better. You are! 


Yours in appreciation 


JOSEPH M. DYER, Pres. 


ogram 
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HOLDING THE “EE”, Richard Girdler, employee spokesman; Joe Dyer, Amcco Presi- 
dent; Captain L. D. Whitgrove, who presented award; and Col. Carl Doney, seated. 


Dear Mr. Dyer & Staff: 


Am writing you a few lines on behalf of my crew and officers, 
and I wish to congratulate you all on the good work that was put into 


AMCCO Has Large 


Backlog of Orders 
To Keep Gang Busy 


The only Astoria industry to gain the proud 
Army-Navy “E” award for production excellency 
and one of the few shipyards on the Columbia River 
to get the joint honor, the Astoria Marine Con- 
struction Company officially celebrated the presen- 
tation August 15th. 

The signal honor to some 615 employees makes 
Amcco one of the outstanding Pacific Coast yards. 
Never have records been set by sheer numbers of 
employees. Workmanship, craftsmanship and the 
best materials available were never sacrificed for 
speed. 


When more work, new problems, upset delivery 


the ship. We eventually arrived at our destination after covering 
16,000 miles of a passage. We had very few major defects, such as 
engine trouble, but for the hull and decking, it is the finest bit of 
construction I have seen for the size of a ship to do such a passage 
like we have done. It was a very good experience, and I wish to say 
the caulking in the deck is the finest I have seen at all. We have 
been in all climates, and she has not leaked yet. We stood up to a 
gale for 12 hrs. and came out without a stroke of damage. 

I see in the last AMCCO Log, Heine Dole has put his latest 
fishing craft out. I hope he has great success in the future. 

Well, Mr. Dyer, I wish to be remembered to all the staff and 
directors of the Astoria Marine, Mr. Cook, Heine Dole and partners, 
and the work people of the yard. Carry on, you are doing a fine job. 
Let’s hope we will soon master the Hun, then finish the yellow gen- 
tlemen, and then back to civvy street. 

Well, I wish you all the best of luck in the future. 


regards to Mr. Fulton. 


Give my 
Yours Sincerely, 


J. Jobson. 
Skipper Lt. R.N.R. 


H.M.S. B.Y.M.S. 2141 
c/o G.P.O. London 
6/28/44 


schedules confronted the gang, they were always 
worked out within the departments as they existed. 
Some times it was longer hours, oft times holiday 


work to get through in time, but whatever the situ- 
ation, schedule time was reduced. 


Editor’s Note: The YMS referred to in 
this letter is the 141, constructed here in the 
second minesweeper contract. She was one 
of several in this group to go British. Lt. 
J. Jobson took command of her at the time 
she left Astoria. Lt. Cramer-Parry, who 
took the first Britisher from the yard, was 
heard from at Christmas time and the letter 
published in The Log. ... This message is 
slightly chopped in parts due to the cen- 
sor’s knife. 


Thirty-three ships have been commissioned. Three 


TELL ‘EM FOR US- 
SHE'S A FINE SHIP. 


more in a contract of four minesweepers have been 
launched and conversion, change, and repair work 
has been done on fifty Kaiser flat-tops. 

Work has been started on two large refrigerated 
cargo boats, of the Tuna Clipper type. 

Contracts to date have amounted to $10,546,230. 
A back log of work of $4,500,000 is assured and will 


extend present forces into the spring of 1945. 


~NAe —\~S 
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BOW OF L. R. FLETCHER’S TRASK—Taken the morn- THE TWO PRIDES OF AMCCO—Side by side, pre- 


ing after her launching: Sturdy construction has been ; ‘ : 
sent an entirely different picture as The Log comes 
emphasized throughout the entire boat. Pressure 


treated keel and stern timbers (Wolmanize process) out, for considerable advancement has been made in 


have been expertly used to insure 100 per cent free- the finishing work. The design of the hull gives a 


dom from dry rot in these all-important sections. 5 
, ; ; : eep, maximum pay-load hull, but at the same time 
When questioned, Joe Dyer put it this way: “It isn’t soot 


just.a case of using these special timbers freely and the shaft well has been lowered and the bottom of the 


obtaining the right results. We were the first to build holds filled in to a flat surface to give clean, fast hand- 


an all-Wolmanized timber boat (The Coast and 


i f th ; ; 3 : 
Geodon CREMEtes ery onca\Eand weveslearned alot ing of the fish. The Shirley Lee will have refrigerated 


about their construction since.” holds. She is owned by Jack McMillan. 


This stern view of the Trask as she is being completed at the 
outfitting basin, appealed particularly to the engineering and 
design group. It» best illustrates the main features of an 
“Astoria-Type” drag boat. The Vee of the hull is very fine and 
runs clear to the rim of the stern. This takes this type out of the 
seine-boat class, gives far better handling and greater maneuver- 
ability, whether loaded or light. It adds to the speed of the craft 
whatever horsepower might be chosen for the power plants, and 
enables the boat to be used in any “reasonable” fishing weather 
that might be dished up during the year by old man “North 
Pacific”. The cargo hold starts at a point close to the bumper 
hanging over the port side. 


TRASK 
OF ASTORIA 


September, 1944 


MRS. HEIBERG HANSON, holding ribboned bottle, surrounded 
by official party at Launching of YMS 423, Saturday, August 5. 
TIME AND TIDE WAITS FOR NO ONE 


But in this case employees, launching party 
and loyal bystanders waited until 10:30 
P.M., June first for enough tide rise to 
launch YMS 422. In this late shot, Mrs. 
Charles H. Harper, Jr., is shown just before 
christening the minesweeper. She was at- 


tended by Mrs. David Thompson and Mrs. 
Ben Criem. 


Another shot of YMS 422, comes under the classification of ‘progress photo’. 
Considerable ‘‘trim’’ had been placed aboard since the taking of the launching picture. 
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AMCCO Wins Nine 
and Loses Two 


Amcco entered the only civilian team in 
the 1944 “war edition” of the Astoria Soft- 
ball league and in both the first and second 
half schedules, made it a fight right down 
to the finish line, before losing out. 

In the first half, the Gang won all games 
except the final contest, which by sheer 
luck, became a championship fray. The 
opponent, Coast Guard, last year winners 
of the league, had not lost, either. It was 
a wild, loose contest, with the CG’s out- 
lasting the shipbuilders 11-9. Amcco drew 
the same opponent for the start of the 
second half and won 4-3 in eight innings. 

The second round of play met with 
postponements, and, coupled with other 
factors, brought on an eight-team elimina- 
tion tournament to pick the winner. Amcco 
won its first round game and then met 
Tongue Point Navy. The Pointers came up 
with Jim Pilkington, national tourney per- 
former from Ohio, and played him for the 


first time against Amcco. The teams bat- 


WHERE'S 
THE BALL 7 


OUCH — 


SOMEONE STEPPED 
ON MY FOOT.% 


tled into the dark with TP holding a four 
to nothing lead, when Amcco broke out 
four solid hits for four runs and knotted 
the game up. The tie was never broken. 
The nigh-unhittable pitcher went to Port- 
land two nights later and pitched a two- 
hit shut out in the state tourney. 


HECK 1 THOUGHT 
WE ALWAYS 
LED RIGHT 


4, 


Amcco replayed the tie game, but it 
wasn’t their lucky night. They pounded 
Pilkington for ten hits in the last four 
innings, and should have had the tieing run 
home, but an attempted steal cost the game. 
The final score was 4-3 and Tongue Point 
went on to win the second half champion- 


ship in the following game. 


“Prof.’’ Ginther, coach, explains to 
“Uncle Bill’’ Collier, right, manager 
for Amcco’s team, how he would sug- 
gest playing the bunt-and-run sign in 
a close game. Both men did a fine 
job of making Amcco click, when a 
dearth of bail players made the pick- 
ings tough. 


Ball Team Made Up 
of Local Players for 
Only Town Entry 


Amcco’s ball team is composed of part 
employees and part local players as the 
last remaining “home-front” athletes were 
assembled for the one civilian team in the 
league. Play was marred by the Navy’s 
failure to allow its personnel to play where 
admission was charged, thus forcing early 
games without the arc lights. 


The team was assembled by Bob Walters 


who passed on the playing managership to 
one of Astoria’s most estute softball lead- 
ers, “Uncle Bill’ Collier. Bill is located 
at Seaside now and travels two and three 
nights a week to catch for the gang. 

Collier’s coach, or assistant, is “Pro- 
Ginther, who plays and 
coaches third, and keeps the infield on 
their toes. 

“Big Horse” Ed Makela, athlete of re- 


nown and fastener on YMS construction, 


fessor” Ivan 


has been playing outfield and doing some 
long-distance sticking. The late few games, 
however, he has banged some line drives 
right to the outfields, and comments, “My 
aim with that bat is improving every game.” 

“Stub” Cummings is playing his second 
year at short for the Amccos. Another 
fastener, “Stub” has been carrying his 
share. 

When Benny Atwood left first base open 
as he joined the Navy, Marv Diercks was 
found in the CVE division and shows great 
promise as a kid prospect. He knows what 
it means to get his base knocks, also. 

Also from the Port comes Dick Bumala, 
who is a very fast centerfielder. Dick can 
come in or go back with equal speed on a 
fly ball, and is making a great showing. 

Billy Bosshart, from Warrenton, and a 
freshman at OSC, is chucking fine ball. 
He is an all-round fine softball player and 
His fielding 
has been sparkling and his hitting is way 


has been a great performer. 


up on the list. : 

Amcco has filled out with Elmer Blom- 
quist, on second base; Bob Brandenberg, 
utility catcher and outfielder; Ken Berg, 
right field, and Eldred Mittet, utility in- 
fielder. 


YMS 423 ABOUT to 
“break” lose from her 
cradle. Amcco boats are 
built on level ways, and 
pulled into the water by 
donkey engine. Ways are 
cambered to a point 


where ship floats free. 


Originally from the great State of Texas, 
but an Astoria resident for the past six 
years, Peggy Stangland operates a lathe 
turning out welding buttons, while her hus- 
band is away fighting in the South Pacific. 
She is in the foreground, while down the 
line is Clara M. Lempke, doing a bit of 
the same. One of the large percentage of 
Astorians with Amcco, she is a graduate 
of Astoria High. 


Billy Bosshart, hard-playing pitcher for 
the Amcco ball team, who won five and 
lost one in the first half and gave up an 
average of two runs a game until that final 
contest, when errors, walks and miscues 


blew tiie chance of victory all over the lot. 


AMCCO 


Edna Smothers, wife of the welder tore- 


man, Don Smothers, another husband-wife 
team working all-out for Amcco and the 
ship industry. Mrs. Smothers is shown op- 
erating the name-plate engraving machine 
at the Port dock division. 


Paul H. Howe, Right Resident Inspector 
in charge at USN at Amcco, was married 
in early June to Mary Elizabeth Cook, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Truman B. Cook. 
The wedding was definitely in the Amcco 
family. Cook is head of the mechanical 
and machine work departments at the yard. 
Howe is the son of Rev. and Mrs. C. F. 
Howe, of Portland. 


September, 1944 


While her husband is in the 
Navy, Esther Johnson is turning 
her effort toward completion of 
the war, as close to the Navy as 
possible, in working at the car- 
rier operation. Here she is shown 
with a metal -stencilling ma- 
chine, fixing cable markers. Her 
home before the war was in 


Missouri. 


That look of surprise came to Belva 
Hayden as she tipped back her welding hel- 
met to find herself facing a different kind 
of light—a flash bulb. Her husband is in 
the Coast Guard. Belva is at Pier 2 CVE 
operation. 
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John Jylha, 
native Astorian, 
operates milling 
machine at the 


Carrier job. 


Colonel Charles Steinhauser, 67, U. S 
Army, retired, and former apple rancher o 
Hood River, is shown checking tools our 
at the Port Dock division. 


&® 
» 
* 


Martin Holthe, shown doing some spe- 
That 


contented look comes from the knowledge 


cial adze work on the repair ways. 


that he was the winner of the $200 value 
war bond, the top prize, in the drawing 
conducted for employees of the firm. 


—<$—$— <r 


Harold Hoff, left, Astorian, and ware- 
houseman at the yard until his call into 
the Navy, was caught by the camera ona 
visit to Amcco early in the summer. At 
last reports he was stationed with a Navy 
Beach Battalion in California. This group 
teaches army men amphibious landing tech- 


niques. 
KB 


We’ll guarantee that Clair Floyd, right 
“persimmoned” on account of the strong 
sunlight only. His smile, wit and humorous 
view points on the little “griping” trivial- 
ities of the day have become classics. As 
a mimic he is still in there and as a joint- 
er shop specialist—well, you’ve heard of 
Amcco’s pride in her finishing work and 


trim. 


Harold Snow, Astorian, who started 
young in the electrical game, and has come 
a long way in that field, to be ready, in 
this war effort, to play a leading role in 
Amcco construction. Harold carved a num- 
ber of notches in his “bond gun,” too, as 
he added decided impetus to his team’s all- 
out push. As a leadman and foreman, 
Harold goes about his way quietly, but the 
results of his gang are always in there 
for earned credit. 


“Jumbo”, the pachydermic, quiet-voiced 
philosopher, caulker, ball fan and chief 
YMS rigger for the yard. As that little 
piece of string on his arm would indicate, 
he comes by that nickname with justifica- 
tion. There were no props hidden away to 
help hold it steady, either. To all and sundry 
about the yard “Jumbo” would be suffi- 
cient reference, but to outsiders we pre- 
sent Ralph Carlson. 
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DOLE...Features 90O-Footer 


No sooner had ‘“Heinie’”’ Dole’s two 70- 
foot “Astoria-Type” draggers hit the wa- 
ter (see pictures on other pages), than 
his latest ideas for commercial boat 
building were finished on paper. ‘“‘Heinie” 
puts it that he will probably find this lat- 
est proposed craft, “cussed and discussed” 
by fishermen and cannery heads all the 
way around. 

The Log is helping him stick his neck 
out a little further on the matter, and it 
is also known that the Pacific Fisherman 
and Pacific Motor Boat editors, Dave 
Pollock and Larry Smith, were down vis- 
iting Amcco getting ideas and prints on 
the same subject. 

Various outside-the-company readers of 
The Log have conveyed extreme interest 
in the profile drawings that were run on 
the “Astoria” draggers, and requested more 
of the same and emphasized desire for 
plenty technical facts. 

The above is a modification of the East 
Coast type of deep-sea drag fishing vessel. 
It has 


adapted for use on the Pacific Coast. 


certain definite 


advantages as 


All-year fishing in rougher weather is 
made possible by the over-the-side pickup. 
Larger loads are hauled and the trim of 
the craft is better when loaded. 

Joe Dyer has enjoyed calling his visiting 
fishermen over to the plans of this boat 
For the 
most part they have admitted preference 


and asking them for opinions. 


to this, and there is no question the 90- 
foot minimum length appealed. This de- 
sign can be used up to a 150-foot length 
crait. 

The cruising range is figured for 2500 
miles. The accommodations are for nine, 
with additional space in the foc’sle avail- 
able for crew quarters. The fresh-water 
tanks will hold 1400 gallons. 

Suggested power of the diesel engine is 
300 horsepower. She will carry 4700 gal- 


lons of fuel and the displacement of the 
boat will be 140 tons. 

The hold capacity is estimated for 170,- 
Q00 pounds of iced fish, which is to be 
held from melting by partial refrigeration, 
as is the case with the Shirley Lee, re- 
cently launched. 

Speed is figured for 10 knots, and the 
boat will be steered by both power and 
manual systems. Along this line she will 
carry two-way radio, radio direction finder 
and a fathometer. 

The auxiliary equipment will all be elec- 
tric powered, with one exception, the trawl 
winch, which will come off the main en- 
gine. Included in this electrically operated 
group, will be the anchor winch, boom 
winch, pumps, refrigeration system, water 
system and compressors. 

It’s all listed for those days to come, but 
they are getting “around the corner,” and, 
as has been published several times after 
reference to the multiple operations of the 
company during this war, “Joe Dyer says 
ke is still going to find time some day to 
finish his sailing boat.” 
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YMS-138 Sends 
Pictorial Proof 
of First Party 


Lt. J. D. McAvoy, Commanding Of- 
ficer of YMS-138, dispatched the com- 
posite picture reproduced at bottom 
of page. 

We make a point of getting the 
Amcco Log sent to all the ships that 
have sailed from the yard, and fre- 
quently hear from the various officers 
in return. 

At the suggestion of President Joe 
Dyer we are issuing a special request 
to all Amcco-built boats to put us on 
their “letter mailing list’. 

The letters from the crews are more 
than welcome mail. They get a large 
circulation through the yard and the 
Gang would like to hear from some 
of the rest of the ships. 


FIRST 


ANNIVERSARY 


cl 


YMS - +38 


14] : 
Oi 


BE 


Personnel Recruiting 
By AMCCO Reaches 
Throughout Oregon 


Amcco has been extended a very high priority rating from 


the War Manpower Commission in order that skilled man- 
power can be recruited for enlarged crews for the AP-5 
program. 

With this priority grant, the United States Employment 
Service in Oregon is conducting a vigorous campaign, in 
cooperation with Amcco efforts, to net a large group of 
welders, burners, shipfitters and helpers. 

The employment service has been carrying a large adver- 
tising plan in daily papers throughout many of the larger 
cities of the state, drawing in prospective workers for Amcco 
recruiters to interview. 

In the recruiting group visiting Oregon cities are Henry 
Desler, Perry Mitchell, Edgar Gearhart, Robert Shefler and 
Robert Walters. 


/wqg COMMIS SION ING PARTY 


P3 
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THE WAR’S END 


Recently, several sources have published the below statistics: 


The Key. Divide each total by 2 and get the year the war will 


end (3888 divided by 2 — 1944). 


Place the first letter of each statesman’s name 


in a series 


(GHRIST3. 
Churchill Hitler Roosevelt Il Duce Stalin Tojo 
NCate Oli es 1874 1889 1882 1883 1879 1884 
fe | Stee eee eo 70 55 62 61 65 60 
‘Look. Ofiices:.2s 1940 1933 1933 1922 1924 1941 
No. years in office... 4 11 11 22 20 3 
3888 3888 3888 3888 3888 3888 


AMCCO’S Repair 
Crews Kept Busy 


As Amcco finished the overhaul job on 
the Casablanca, original baby flat-top to 
be commissioned at Astoria, the fifty Serv- 
ice Repair Unit men were feted at a ban- 
quet. 

These navy repair specialists had been 


ELECTRA... 


Shown, right, is the “Electra’’, 
deepsea boat wrecked on Clat- 
sop Spit, near the Columbia 
River entrance, early this year. 
Repeated attempts, that ran 
from heavy salvage tugs to bull- 
dozers digging a channel, all 
failed. The Log is indebted to 
E. T. Edison, Astoria insurance 
man, for the photograph. 


sent from Puget Sound Navy yard to 
augment Amcco’s under-manned civilian 
crews turning out the huge project. 
Amcco’s show of the appreciated efforts 
of these men, apparently struck the right 
chord with the Navy, as the Navy Yard 
officials at Bremerton, called immediately 
upon hearing of the affair. They thanked 
the yard for their acknowledgment of the 
services, and felt the banquet an ideal 


gesture. 
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Casablanca Com- 
missioned at Astoria 


(Continued from page 16) 


their job done as the civilian factor in this 
conversion work. 


Fifty carriers to turn out, with never 


any certainty as to how many or how hard 
the jobs might be, until the individual ship 
was berthed at the Port Docks. 


Fifty car- 


ATALL 


( 


riers turned out on time. This was ex- 
emplified by the chapter of the Amcco men 
working the clock around, and President 
Dyer himself taking a turn with staging 
and rigging placements, finally to usher 
the last worker off the ship as they were 
beginning to haul in the gangplank and cast 


the lines loose—the final chore completed. 


The commissioning program marked the 
first time that any measurable number of 
workers attended. All the Port gang were 
present, special guests of Captain L. A. 
Pope, commanding officer. 

Captain J. D. Barner, who came to As- 
toria to head this pre-commissioning detail 
on the flat-tops, paid tribute to Amcco in 
his official message. 


NOT BAD 
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Keel Laid For New YP’s 


CLIMAXING A DRIVING first half 
month in August that saw two big launch- 
ings, an “E” flag awarded and the Casa- 
blanca overhaul wound up, Amcco cul- 
minated the opening phase of work for the 
YP’s by laying the keel. Shown above is a 


“Tuna Clipper” profile that gives the 
reader a fair idea of what the new ships 
will be like. They are very similar at least 
to this preliminary release. 

The approximate size can be judged from 
knowledge of the YMS ships. This YP will 


lamers 8 


abe 


be heavier in tonnage and of the same gen- 
eral length. The YP’s are refrigerated 
food cargo carriers and will play a vital 
part in what is hoped to be the closing 
phases of the battle of the Pacific. 


LAUNCHES YMS 424. Miss Janet Puranen, daughter of “Our John” Puranen, holds the 
bottle, flanked by her two attendants. Left. Mary Chisholm; Right, Geraldine Weaver. 
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History Of Crods 
Reviewed For Fans 


War time restrictions on gasoline have 
added the to 28-foot 


Crods coming 


finishing touches 
into their own as racing 
sloops on the Columbia River. 

A series of CROD races have been held 
this summer in the Portland area and at 
least ten of this design have been racing 
in them. 

We asked Joe Dyer the history of these 
CRODS and whether or not he had built 
all of them at Amcco. From the conver- 
sation we learned that the Columbia River 
Yachting association was formed back in 
1934 with the purpose in mind of adopt- 
ing a set of racing rules and boat designs 
that would offer a fair measure of competi- 
tion sailing where-in the ability to sail craft 
would come to the fore. 

Dr. Gordon B. Leitch was named Presi- 
dent for this first year’s organization and 
Dr. A. Holmes Johnson, secretary. Both 
men are from Portland. 

Dyer designed the CROD, taking the 
name from Columbia River One Design. 
It has become so popular that a number 
of racing boats of various designs are fre- 
quently referred to as “Crods” by the 
uninitiated. 

All CRODS must be of the same design, 
the same measurements and the same maxi- 
mum amount of sail. Basically, a simple 
design that an amateur can construct, this 
practically guarantees that the winner of a 
race has shown the most sailing ability. 
Some of these sloops were built at the yard, 
and also built here in knockdown form and 
sold that way. Others have gotten the de- 
sign from the Association and carried out 


their own construction. 


Calendars Disagree 


An oddity on commercial calendars came 
to light recently when G. T. McClean is- 
sued some figures relative to payroll 
changes. His results failed to gibe with 
those of the party of the second part. Both 
held to their contentions, until it was dis- 
covered that the 1944 calendar used by 
“Mac” showed the month of June starting 
one day early and as a result Friday June 


30th was skipped altogether. 


BUY MORE 
WAR BONDS TODAY 


Nore - 


Skipper Escapes 


Charles Ells, skipper of the Amak, was 
visiting around the engineering office re- 
cently while his boat was under repair. He 
recalled the time several years ago when 
his entire pilot house was washed away 
while his boat was crossing the Columbia 
River bar. 

Three of the crew found themselves drift- 
ing inside the floating superstructure, and 
the balance spent a busy few moments, 
down below, dodging stove lids and gear 
flying about. All hands, and the boat, were 
saved without serious consequences. 
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MARTIN HOLTHE 
Wins Top Bond 
At Yard Drawing 


Eighty-two thousand, eight hundred dol- 
lars in direct employee purchases of bonds 
in the fifth war loan drive is the contribu- 
tion of workers of the Astoria Marine. 


The yard’s 650 employees were divided 
into approximate blocks of 50 persons each. 
Each of these groups elected a team of five 
salesmen. These salesmen were offered the 
chance to compete for the right to attend 
a huge turkey dinner (with refreshments), 
plus the point that the losing team would 
be there to relish hamburger sandwiches. 
Further, all purchasers of $500 bonds were 
given an invitation to attend. Their wives, 
sweethearts, or husbands, whatever the sit- 
uation happened to be, were also invited. 
About eighty in all were there. 


Each purchaser of a $50 bond was given 


a ticket and on the final night of the drive 
a drawing was held over Station K A § T. 

Martin Holthe carried off the grand 
prize, a $200 bond given by the company. 
Other lucky ticket holders were Stanley 
Smith, $100 bond; Albin Anderson, $50 
bond, and C. K. Hillard, $25 bond. 

The winner salesmen teams are as fol- 
lows: 
First Place, Team Five, from L.& C. plant: 

Marguerite Bacon, No. 705; Alice Sather, 
No. 895; Richard C. Schoenborn, No. 122; 
Harold Snow, No. 255; Charles W. Utter- 
back, No. 235. 


$500 BOND or MORE 


Employes buying $500 bond or more: 


F. A. Turve, No. 144; Anton Aho, No. 
610; John E. McCoy, No. 595; C. Robert 
Johnson, No 615; S. J. Snow, No. 17; H. A. 
Goodall, No. 670; Charles Malagamba, No. 
54; Garnet L. Johnson, No. 1176! Wayne 
Oja, No. 435; H. H. Mustard, No. 624; 
Harold Snow, No. 255; F. W. Hathaway, 
No. 271; H. W. Dahlgren, No. 70; Milton H. 
Berenson, No. 1334; A. C. Francis, No. 520; 
William Hanna, No. 41; Richard Girdler, 
No. 190; George Harvey, No. 642; Myrtle 
Hanna, No. 776; Henry Goetzez, No. 1111; 
Annie Newton, No. 1417; Hans Ramtung, 
No. 1478, and John Gerttula, No. 1159. 


HAMBURGER... 


The Hamburger Champions, Team Nine, 
from Port Dock: 

Charles Gundy, No. 167; Charles E. 
Johnson, No. 858; James Forsythe, No. 
882; Frances E. Williamson, No. 10774; 
Charles Hardy, No. 1126. 


RUNNER-UP eee 


Runner-up, from Port Dorks, Team Seven: 

Edward C. Bateman, No. 745; Anna L. 
Whorton, No. 738; Frank Wooden, No. 
1104; William F. Gunderson, No. 530; Ar- 
chibald Francis, No. 520. 


Runner-up, from L.& C. Plant, Team Two: 

Allan Wogberg, No. 22; Jalmar Wilson, 
No. 551; William Viuhkola, No. 568; Will- 
iam Chandler, No. 736; Robert Long, No. 
820. 


~ 
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CASABLANCA 


Commissioned 
At Astoria 


That day that seemed so far distant in 
early July of 1943 when the first CVE air- 
craft carrier, Casablanca, was commis- 
sioned at Astoria, rolled around with un- 
believable suddenness. One year later, to 
the exact day, the USS Munda, the 50th 
carrier constructed by Kaiser Co. and pol- 
ished off for sea duty by the Astoria Mar- 
ine Construction Company,+ was commis- 
sioned. 

It was a red letter day for Kaiser Com- 
pany, with Edgar Kaiser personally pres- 
ent. It was momentous for the U. S. Navy 
and A. I. M. at Astoria, for their part 
played in this pre-commissioning detail. 
It was a day when officials and employees 
of Amcco prided themselves no end for 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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